DISASTER
Twain, H. H. Rogers was and remained one
of the noblest men in the world. All his life
Rogers had read and admired Mark Twain's
works. He met him now and played for him
the part that Mark Twain had played for
General Grant. He gathered in his firm hands
the tangled threads of the humorist's enter-
prises and unravelled the disorder; marked
with the eye of business genius the assets that
lay in the skein, ready to be rewoven. Then
with his back against the wall he faced the
creditors, who stood, some reluctant and some
ravenous, ready to spring. But even Rogers
could not prevent the inevitable. Mark Twain,
back in France (May 1894), where his wife
remained, returned to America.
Then came the crash. Charles L. Webster
and Company wrent bankrupt on April 18,
1894. Rogers, acting for Mark Twain, got a
settlement with creditors at fifty cents on
the dollar for the hundred thousand dollars of
debt that carried the firm down. Mark Twain
was ruined.
One needs to reflect for a moment to realize
the extent of disaster. Mark Twain was almost
sixty years old. He must begin all over again.
He had thought himself affluent beyond the
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